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§ 612.5 Dissemination of water supply 
forecasts and basic data. 

Water supply outlook reports pre-
pared by NRCS and its cooperators 
containing water supply forecasts and 
basic data are usually issued monthly 
by each NRCS state office in the west-
ern states area for the months of Janu-
ary through June. Other reports jointly 
issued by NRCS and its cooperators in-
clude a fall water supply summary, an-
nual and accumulative summaries of 
data, and a western states area report 
covering water supply outlook. 

§ 612.6 Application for water supply 
forecast service. 

Requests for obtaining water supply 
forecasts or related assistance may be 
directed to any NRCS office in the 
western states areas. NRCS offices are 
described in part 600 of this chapter. 

§ 612.7 Forecast user responsibility. 
The forecast user’s obligation to the 

federal government is to give appro-
priate credit and recognition to NRCS 
for information furnished. The Federal 
Government does not assume any re-
sponsibility for management decisions 
the user makes which may be based in 
whole or part on information provided 
by NRCS. 

PART 613—PLANT MATERIALS 
CENTERS 

Sec. 
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AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 590a–f 590f, 5908; 7 
U.S.C. 1010–1011. 

SOURCE: 72 FR 68743, Dec. 6, 2007, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 613.1 Purpose. 
This part provides NRCS policy on 

the operation of plant materials cen-
ters. The centers have responsibilities 
for assembling, testing, releasing, and 
providing for the commercial produc-
tion and use of plant materials and 
plant materials technology for pro-
grams of soil, water, and related re-
source conservation and development. 

§ 613.2 Policy and objectives. 

(a) It is NRCS policy to assemble, 
comparatively evaluate, release, and 
distribute for commercial increase new 
or improved plant materials and plant 
materials technology needed for broad 
programs of resource conservation and 
development for agriculture, wildlife, 
urban, recreation, and other land uses 
and environmental needs. Also, it is 
NRCS policy to conduct plant mate-
rials work in cooperation with other 
agencies of the Department of Agri-
culture, such as the Agricultural Re-
search Service, and with other Federal 
and State research agencies including 
State agricultural experiment stations. 
The emphasis of the NRCS plant mate-
rials work is to find suitable plants to 
address conservation needs. In con-
trast, the emphasis of research agen-
cies and organizations in plant develop-
ment is to improve economically im-
portant crops. The NRCS program of 
testing and releasing new seed-propa-
gated plant materials follows the 
guidelines in ‘‘Statement of Respon-
sibilities and Policies Relating to the 
Development, Release, and Multiplica-
tion of Publicly Developed Varieties of 
Seed-Propagated Crops,’’ which was 
adopted in June 1972 by land grant col-
leges and interested Federal agencies. 
NRCS releases improved conservation 
plant materials requiring vegetative 
multiplication in ways appropriate for 
particular States and particular spe-
cies by working with experiment sta-
tions, crop improvement associations, 
and other State and Federal agencies. 

(b) The objective of the plant mate-
rials activity is to select or develop 
special and improved plants, and tech-
niques for their successful establish-
ment and maintenance to solve con-
servation problems and needs related 
to: 

(1) Controlling soil erosion on all 
lands; 

(2) Conserving water; 
(3) Protecting upstream watersheds; 
(4) Reducing sediment movement 

into waterways and reservoirs through 
the stabilization of critical sediment 
sources such as surface mined lands, 
highway slopes, recreation sites, and 
urban and industrial development 
areas; 
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